


Text: 1 John 3:1–3
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” (1 John 3:1–3)
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Victorious Hope



“Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave 
him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.” (1 Peter 1:21)

“Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath 
loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through 
grace, 17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and 
work.” (2 Thessalonians 2:16–17)

1.	THE PRIVILEGE OF �  (v. 1–2a)

A.	 A 			    Love (v. 1)

B.	 A 			    Love
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” (John 15:13)

C.	 An 			    Love
“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together.” (Romans 8:15–17)

Quote: “There are two striking things in my text, John 3:16. 
When God loves, He loves a world. When He gives, He gives 
His Son. Such is the boundless love of the eternal Father of 
mankind.”—Peter Mackenzie

2.	THE PROMISE OF HIS �  (v. 2)

A.	 The 			    of Christ (v. 2b)

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
(Titus 2:13–14)

HE APPEARS AT THE RAPTURE

“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:15–17)



“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:51–52)

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8)

HE RETURNS AT THE SECOND COMING

“When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power.” (Acts 1:6–7)

“Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.” (Acts 1:11)

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” (Revelation 1:7)

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: 30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory.” (Matthew 24:29–30)

B.	 The 			    of Believers (v. 2c)

WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM

“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” (Philippians 3:20–21)

“And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me have.” (Luke 24:38–39)

IT WILL BE INCORRUPTIBLE



“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:50)

“…the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:52b–53)

“To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you,” (1 Peter 1:4)

3.	THE PREPARATION OF THE �  (v. 3)

A.	 The 			    of Hope (v. 3a)

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

HOPE IN HIS EXAMPLE

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” 
(Hebrews 12:2–3)

HOPE IN HIS RETURN

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
(John 14:1–3)

Quote: “They who come to Christ, do not only come to a 
resting-place after they have been wandering in a wilderness, 
but they come to a banqueting-house where they may rest, 
and where they may feast. They may cease from their former 
troubles and toils, and they may enter upon a course of delights 
and spiritual joys.”

B.	 The 			    of Hope (v. 3b)

A PURIFYING ACTION

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” 
(James 4:8)



A PERSONAL ACTION

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness,” (2 Peter 3:10–11)

“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1)

“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust.” (2 Peter 1:4)

Quote: “I am not what I might be, I am not what I ought to 
be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be. But 
I thank God I am not what I once was, and I can say with the 
great apostle, ‘By the grace of God I am what I am.’” 

—John Newton
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3 TAKEAWAYS FROM TODAY’S MESSAGE

1.	 Those who are saved have a secure relationship with 
the Father.

2.	 We should anticipate the Lord’s appearance daily.

3.	 Knowing the Lord could come at any moment should 
motivate us to walk in purity and truth.




