


WHEN WILL PEACE COME?

Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–6
“But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 
2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 
the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we 
are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; 
but let us watch and be sober.” (1 Thessalonians 5:1–6)
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“Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all 
his bands: and many people with thee.” (Ezekiel 38:6)

1.	 THE 				     FOR WORLD 
PEACE (v. 1) 
Quote: “…the Day of the Lord. That event will mark the end of man’s 
day, as God acts in judgment to take back direct control of the earth from 
the usurpers (both human and demonic) who presently rule it. It will 
be an unprecedented time of cataclysmic judgment on all unrepentant 
sinners.”—John MacArthur 

A.	 The 				     for Peace
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A GLOBAL DESIRE 

ECONOMIC DESIRE 

“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of man. 27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the 
ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise also 
as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, 
they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all.” (Luke 17:26–29)

B.	 The 				     for Peace 
“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 17 And the way 
of peace have they not known:” (Romans 3:10, 17)

POLITICAL UPHEAVAL

“For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places.” (Matthew 24:7)

RELIGIOUS DIVISION

“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and 
ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then shall 
many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 
another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 
many.” (Matthew 24:9–11)

2.	THE 					      OF WORLD 
PEACE 
A.	 A False 				  

“For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:3)

BECAUSE OF THE TIMING

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17)



THREE UNIQUE REFERENCES TO 
THE TRIBULATION

1.	 The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 
“Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is 
even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out 
of it. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord 
of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and 
will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve 
themselves of him:” (Jeremiah 30:7–8)

2.	 The 70th Week of Daniel 
“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for 
one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, 
even until the consummation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolate.” (Daniel 9:27)
Quote: “The final week of Daniel’s prophecy, then, is 
what we know as the Tribulation. These seven years 
will be divided into two separate segments, each lasting 
three-and-a-half years.”—Paul Chappell, Understanding 
the Times

3.	 The Hour of Temptation 
“…also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth.”  (Revelation 3:10)
Quote: “It should be noted that this deliverance is 
not only from trial but from a period of time in which 
the trial exists, “the hour of temptation or trial.” If the 
expression had been simply ‘deliverance from trial,’ 
conceivably it could have meant only partial deliverance. 
The expression seems as strong as possible that the 
Philadelphian church would be delivered from this 
period, which is the great tribulation, Daniel’s seventieth 
week.”—John Walvoord, Revelation

BECAUSE OF THE ENEMY 

“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” (Revelation 12:9)

Quote: “Christ’s coming, as far as the world is concerned, will be 
sudden and unexpected, like a thief in the night;… Unbelievers are 
in the dark: their understanding is darkened; they love the darkness; 
they are controlled by the power of darkness; and they are headed 
for eternal darkness.”—Warren Wiersbe 



B.	 A False 				  
THE ANTICHRIST WILL RISE TO POWER 

“And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which 
came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, 
and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout 
than his fellows.” (Daniel 7:20)

Quote: “The spiritual vacuum left by the disappearance of millions 
of Christians will also enable the Antichrist to further his plan 
for a forced one-world religion. This pagan religion will unite all 
religions…into one.”—Paul Chappell, Understanding the Times

“And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet 
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and 
the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” 
(Revelation 13:2)

THE ANTICHRIST WILL SEEM DIPLOMATIC 

“And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a 
bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, 
and to conquer.” (Revelation 6:2)

THREE OFFERS OF THE ANTICHRIST

1.	 Political Peace

2.	 Religious Unity
“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the 
world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped 
the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? 
who is able to make war with him?” (Revelation 13:3–4)

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
(Revelation 13:8)

“And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, 
that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause 
that as many as would not worship the image of the beast 
should be killed.” (Revelation 13:15)

3.	 Economic Controls 
“And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or 
in their foreheads: 17 And that no man might buy or sell, 
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name.” (Revelation 13:16–17)



C.	 A False 				  
“And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall 
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy 
the mighty and the holy people. 25 And through his policy also he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his 
heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the 
Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.” (Daniel 8:24–25)

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate.” (Daniel 9:27)

THREE FOLD JUDGEMENT

1.	 Israel Will Be Disappointed
“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which 
be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is 
on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his 
house:” (Matthew 24:15–17)

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 
(Matthew 24:21)

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall 
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3–4)

2.	 The Antichrist and His Kingdom Are Judged
“And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth. 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire 
proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: 
and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be 
killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in 
the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to 
turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as 
often as they will.” (Revelation 11:3, 5–6)

“And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven 
angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of 
God upon the earth.” (Revelation 16:1)



3.	 The Gentiles Will Be Deluded 
“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might 
be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.” (2 Thessalonians 2:9–12)

“Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 
nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.” (Revelation 9:20)

3.	THE					      OF WORLD 
PEACE 
A.	 				     By Jesus Himself 

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, 
and grow up as calves of the stall. 3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; 
for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do 
this, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Malachi 4:1–3)

B.	 Will 				     End 
ETERNAL 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6–7)

HEAVENLY

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful.” (Revelation 21:3–5)



TAKEAWAYS

1.	 The Object of Your Peace Matters

2.	 The Timing Belongs to the Lord

3.	 Beware of International Re-Alignments and Global Financial 
Control 

4.	 Live in the Light of Scripture 

5.	 Be Ready for His Return
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