


GO, STAND, SPEAK

Text: Acts 5:17–33
“Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which 
is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 18 And 
laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. 
19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and 
brought them forth, and said, 20 Go, stand and speak in the temple 
to the people all the words of this life. 21 And when they heard that, 
they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the 
high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council 
together, and all the senate of the children of Israel and sent to the 
prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, and found 
them not in the prison, they returned, and told, 23 Saying, The prison 
truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without 
before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within. 
24 Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the 
chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this 
would grow. 25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men 
whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the 
people. 26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them 
without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been 
stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the 
council: and the high priest asked them, 28 Saying, Did not we straitly 
command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye 
have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us. 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered 
and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 31 Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for 
to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are his 
witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 
hath given to them that obey him. 33 When they heard that, they were 
cut to the heart,  and took counsel to slay them.” (Acts 5:17–33)
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“And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; 
whereof we are witnesses.” (Acts 3:15)

“Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on 
them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now 
eventide.” (Acts 4:2–3)

“Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with 
him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with 
indignation, 18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put 
them in the common prison.” (Acts 5:17–18)

1.	THE �  ON THE  
EARLY CHURCH (v. 17–19)

“Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with 
him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled 
with indignation, 18 And laid their hands on the apostles, 
and put them in the common prison.” (Acts 5:17–18)

A.	 They Faced 				     (v. 17)

THE SOURCE OF INDIGNATION

THE SEASONS OF INDIGNATION

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you:” (1 Peter 4:12)

B.	 They Faced 				     (v. 18)

“And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, 
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They 
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 



tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) 
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having 
obtained a good report through faith, received not the 
promise:” (Hebrews 11:36–39)

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 8 Be not 
thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;” 
(2 Timothy 1:7–8)

2.	THE �  OF THE  
ANGEL (v. 19–20)

“But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” 
(Matthew 1:20)

“And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take 
the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be 
thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him.” (Matthew 2:13)

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid.” (Luke 2:9)

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;” 
(John 14:16)

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come.” (John 16:13)

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly 
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man 
shall do unto me.” (Hebrews 13:5–6)



A.	 				     (v. 20)

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
(Matthew 28:19–20)

A SPECIFIC PLACE

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” (Malachi 3:1)

“It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things 
in the heavens should be purified with these; but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
these. 24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of the true; 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 
of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer himself 
often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others; 26 For then must 
he often have suffered since the foundation of the 
world: but now once in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 
(Hebrews 9:23–26)

A SACRIFICIAL ACTION

B.	 				     (v. 20)

STAND IN CHRIST’S AUTHORITY

“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)

STAND IN THE SPIRIT

“Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and 
strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be 
fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: 
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.” 
(2 Timothy 4:17)



C.	 Speak the 				     of Life
IN FACE OF OPPOSITION

“And they called them, and commanded them not to 
speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter 
and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye. 20 For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:18–20)

SPEAK THE TRUTH OF SALVATION

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

Quote: “All the world is a hospital everyone in it is a 
terminal patient.” 

3.	THE �  OF THE  
APOSTLES (v. 22)

A.	 The 				     of the 
Apostles (v. 22–25)

THEY WERE RELEASED FROM PRISON

THEY WENT BACK TO TEACHING

B.	 The 				     of the 
Apostles (v. 25)

THEY CONTENDED IN THE WORD

“For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto 
you, that it was not in vain: 2 But even after that we 
had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as 
ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak 
unto you the gospel of God with much contention.” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:1–2)

THEY CONTENDED WHEN JUDGED



“Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; 
and the number of the men was about five thousand.” 
(Acts 4:4)

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36)

C.	 The 				     of the 
Apostles (v. 29–32)

A CONVICTION TO OBEY

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:” (Matthew 28:18–19)

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 
17 And he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.” 
(Colossians 1:16–18)

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)

A CONVICTION OF TRUTH

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: 10 That 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth;” (Philippians 2:9–10)

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
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