


THE DAY IS 
APPROACHING
Text: 2 Peter 3:7–18
“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word 
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, be not ignorant 
of this one thing, that one day is  with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all  holy conversation 
and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15 And account that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is  salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath 
written unto you; 16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also 
the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17 Ye therefore, 
beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness. 18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for 
ever. Amen.” (2 Peter 3:7–18)
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“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not 
yet.” (Matthew 24:6)

“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:” (Philippians 3:20)

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 
(2 Timothy 4:8)

1.	THE APOSTLE’S �   
OF HIS COMING (v. 7–10)

A.	 This Earth Will Be �  (v. 7)

“For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a 
jealous God.” (Deuteronomy 4:24)

“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
sober, and watch unto prayer.” (1 Peter 4:7)

Quote: “As God may gather the scattered DNA and 
atoms and molecules of our bodies, He will regather 
all He needs of the scorched and disfigured Earth. As 
our old bodies will be raised to new bodies, so the 
old Earth will be raised to become the New Earth. So, 
will the earth be destroyed or renewed? The answer 
is both—but the “destruction” will be temporal and 
partial, whereas the renewal will be eternal and 
complete.”—Randy Alcorn

B.	 The Time Is �  (v. 8)

“For a thousand years in thy sight Are but as yesterday 
when it is past, And as a watch in the night.” 
(Psalm 90:4)



C.	 Salvation Is Still �  (v. 9)

GOD IS LONGSUFFERING

“Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls were saved by water.” (1 Peter 3:20)

GOD DESIRES ALL MEN TO BE SAVED

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4)

Quote: “The plain meaning is that, although God 
wants all people to be saved, and although He has 
made provision for all to be accepted, some will 
exercise their free-will to exclude God.”—Green

D.	 The Day of the Lord Will  
Be �  (v. 10)

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto 
him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let 
no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall 
not come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1–4)

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall 
say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2–3)

THE HEAVENS WILL PASS

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35)

“And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that 
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 
(Revelation 19:15)



“And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, gathered together to make war against 
him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false 
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the 
sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled 
with their flesh.” (Revelation 19:19–21)

THE EARTH WILL MELT

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and 
there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said 
unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.” 
(Revelation 21:1–5)

2.	THE BELIEVERS �   
BEFORE HIS COMING (v. 11–14)

A.	 A Motivating �  (v. 11)

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and 
I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23)



“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ;” (Titus 2:11–13)

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.” (2 Peter 3:14)

B.	 A Maintained �  (v. 12)

“And the gospel must first be published among all 
nations.” (Mark 13:10)

C.	 A New �  (v. 13)

NEW HEAVENS

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there 
was no more sea.” (Revelation 21:1)

“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice 
out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” 
(Revelation 21:2–4)

NEW EARTH

“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.” (Revelation 21:2)

Quote: “Actions of righteousness find their expression 
in the holy and godly lives of the followers of Christ, 
the inhabitants of the new heaven and earth.”



3.	THE CHURCH’S �   
AT HIS COMING (v. 14–17)

A.	 Conforming to �  (v. 14)

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when 
he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. 29 If ye know that 
he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth 
righteousness is born of him.” (1 John 2:28–29)

B.	 Confirming in �  (v. 16–17)

SOME WILL TWIST TRUTH

WE MUST STAND ON THE TRUTH

C.	 				     (v. 18)

“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and latter rain. 8 Be ye also patient; 
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.” (James 5:7–8)

D.	 				  
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 
(Hebrews 10:25)

E.	 				  
“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at his coming? 20 For ye are our glory and joy.” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:19–20)



F.	 				  
“And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this 
do in remembrance of me. 25 After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 26 For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till he come.” (1 Corinthians 11:24–26)

CONCLUSION
�
�
�
�
�

“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” 
(Genesis 5:24)

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown.” (Revelation 3:11)


