


“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God.” (James 1:19–20)

LISTENING ALLOWS DISCIPLINE AND CORRECTION 
TO TAKE PLACE. 

“Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he 
will love thee. 9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet 
wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. 10 The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of 
the holy is understanding.” (Proverbs 9:8–10)

B.	 			    by Discipline
GOOD COMMUNICATION BRINGS PROSPERITY

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 12 As 
an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise 
reprover upon an obedient ear.” (Proverbs 25:11–12)

“A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up 
anger. 2 The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the 
mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.” (Proverbs 15:1–2)

HE SHALL ENJOY THE FRUIT OF GOOD WORDS.

“A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in 
due season, how good is it!” (Proverbs 15:23)

“A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and 
the recompence of a man’s hands shall be rendered unto him.” 
(Proverbs 12:14)

“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but 
that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace 
unto the hearers.” (Ephesians 4:29)

DIVISION AND STRIFE ARE FROM THE 
UNDISCIPLINED TONGUE

C.	 			    By Discipline
“Set a watch, o Lord before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.” 
(Psalm 141:3)

“Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from 
troubles.” (Proverbs 21:23)

“O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? 
for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35 A 
good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good 
things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth 
evil things. 36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” 
(Matthew 12:34–36)

2.	 DISCIPLINED IN OUR �  (v. 4–8)

A.	 Stewardship of Our 				  

A POOR STEWARD OF TIME

“Laziness travels so slowly that poverty soon overtakes him.” 
—Ben Franklin

“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Wherefore be 
ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” 
(Ephesians 5:15–17)

A GOOD STEWARD OF TIME

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting. 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:7–9)

B.	 Stewardship of Our 				  

A TRUTHFUL NAME

AN UPRIGHT NAME

C.	 Stewardship of Our 				  

“That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate.” (1 Timothy 6:18)

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” (Mark 8:36–37)

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” 
(1 Peter 1:18–19)


