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1 Thessalonians 4: 13 — 18: But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which V\"\b o
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. *For if we believe that Jesus died ® \&‘\ e
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 5For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not

R precede prevent them which are asleep. ®For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the < \ ey

————

(8% A) voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 'Then we which C\~«y sthewrs
‘««\(\“i“"‘ are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: A ears

and so shall we ever be with the Lord. ®*Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

. The C oy~ e\ of the Thessalonian believers for their loved ones, V13:
F‘cx}j \ | A. lgnorant: A mystery which must be revealed, not a puzzle you’re not smart enough to solve. Jix 5 1“\]
r&\‘;ﬁ’“ = Example: 1 Corinthians 15:51 “Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall _! [
Gad's Lo all be changed...” Other mysteries in the NT: MF A <t
iY\\l; E\“y * \\,\ C)LC\‘S

1. 1 Cor 2:7 (unsaved cannot understand the wisdom of God);

2. Ephesians 5:32 (A husband faithfully loving his wife has always been a witness to the
world of how Christ loves His church);

3. Col 4:3 (salvation through Christ alone);

4. 1 Tim 3:9 (church deacons must be doctrinally correct)

B. w& J: The physical death of a believer. Used by Jesus when referring to His friend
Lazarus{John 11:11- 14¥and often used in the New Testament to refer to believers who had died.
Other references to “sleep” meaning the death of a believer (both Old and New Testament
people): Acts 13:36, 1 Cor 11:30; 1 Cor 15:6, 18, 51, 1 Thes 5:10; Acts 7:60; 2 Peter 3:4

Uwhe\leness C “Sorrow...as others which have no hope”: The unsaved have no evidence of what happens after

\’\c W e o \“ < death. Most i imagine good things for their loved ones and bad things for people who they

NS NS & consider evil (Hitler). God reveals this mystery to us in His word, and proved His promises by

resurrecting Jesus from the dead. We know what happens because we e know Someone who has

died and come back to life. God' s PrEtmMmis e s over with Tesus

”(O “ﬁ't'\é: Il The_c CL?_\»‘C\\f\ VNG U p (removal from the earth) of Christ’s church, commorw—%ie'\)b?—
S “":l'. e < called the “rapture”, verses 14-17 v ¢ 5‘1\:&5‘ <
Ve A. The threefold announcement V16: Shout, voice, trump (special blessing for deaf, first thlng they £ cowry
hear) (UG I
W C V(J\

B. The resurrection of sleeping believers verses 14-15: Souls return with Jesus (note that it is Jesus

who returns, but God who brings the sleeping with Him, further showing Christ to be God) to be

reunited with resurrected bodies. See 1 Corinthians 15: 50 — 54

The transformation of living believers V17 Leave death behind forever

The meeting place V17 In the air, Jesus specifically not returns to earth at this time. This will

happen later. ¥ {¢so™, c\,?+ VTS - Sece \\c\ T N ars Yoy bu Lo O™
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IIl.  The va\w\("o A~ *‘ of grieving family & friends: the purpose for this mystery V 13 & 18
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