


STANDING IN 
TOUGH TIMES

Text: Daniel 3:1–18

“Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the 
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the 
judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up. 3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the 
judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you 
it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 5 That at what time 
ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, 
and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 6 And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. 7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound 
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all 
the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 8 Wherefore at that 
time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. 9 They spake and 
said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 10 Thou, O king, 
hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall 
fall down and worship the golden image: 11 And whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, 
have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and 
fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they 
brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto 
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them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15 Now if ye be 
ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship 
the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast 
the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that 
God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up.” (Daniel 3:1–18)
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1.	 THE 			    OF THE WORLD (v. 1–6)
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A.	 The King 			    His Image
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ITS ENORMITY

ITS EXPENSE

ITS EXALTATION

“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his 
number is Six hundred threescore and six.” (Revelation 13:18)



“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil.” (Genesis 3:4–5)

“That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the 
west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is 
none else.” (Isaiah 45:6)

Quote: “Transgenderism is most often a mental health disorder 
& should be treated accordingly. We live in a free country & that 
means you’re free to act how you want as an *adult*, but you 
can’t foist your views onto everyone else. Leave our kids alone, 
don’t try to change our language, our bathrooms, our sports. 
Don’t mandate special “trainings” in our workplace, our schools, 
our military.” — Vivek Ramaswamy

B.	 The King 			    All Nations 
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“It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their 
own glory is not glory. 28 He that hath no rule over his own 
spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.” 
(Proverbs 25:27–28)

“And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
(2 Corinthians 6:15–16)

“And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, 
he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 18 And 
he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither 
is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise 
of them that sing do I hear. 19 And it came to pass, as soon as he 
came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: 
and Moses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his 
hands, and brake them beneath the mount.” (Exodus 32:17–19)



“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.” (Colossians 3:16)

C.	 The King 			    All to Bow
�
�
�
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THEY ACCUSED THE JEWS

“Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, 
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to 
set him over the whole realm. 4 Then the presidents and princes 
sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; 
but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he 
was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.” 
(Daniel 6:3–4)

Quote: “Fear leads to conformity, which leads to compromise, 
and that leads to cowardice when it’s time to take a stand for 
the truth…”

THEY WERE ANGERED AT THEIR CONVICTIONS

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought 
to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)
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THE KING’S RAGE

THE KING’S REASONING
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HE STRENGTHENED THEIR HEARTS

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God.” (Philippians 4:6)

Quote: “Commit your heart to Christ before the crisis comes.  
When the crisis comes you are to already stand for Him.”

Quote: “What you do, and what you refrain from doing, be men. 
Act the manly part – let nothing effeminate, luxurious, sickly, 
childish, puny, little, narrow be seen about you. Christianity 
makes men, not babes. Adorn the doctrine of Christ by 
your manliness. In the Church, in the world, in business, in 
conversation, in prosperity, and adversity, [act] like men! Let 
no man despise you; and let no man despise the Gospel because 
of you.”—Horatius Bonar

HE STABILIZES THEIR RESPONSE

“But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;” 
(2 Timothy 3:14)
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THE WORLD’S RESPONSE TO GOD’S MEN

GOD’S RESPONSE TO HIS CHILDREN



“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” 
(Hebrews 13:5–6)

“I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortress, my God, 
in Him will I trust.” (Psalm 91:2)
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