
THE 7 YEARS  
OF RETRIBUTION

Text: Matthew 24:3–11

“And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world? 4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours 
of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but 
the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver 
you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations 
for my name’s sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many.” (Matthew 24:3–11)

INTRODUCTION
�
�
�

1.	 THE 			    OF THE TRIBULATION
A.	 The 			    of this Period

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the most Holy. 25 Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore 
and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times. 26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah 
be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
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determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 
oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate.” (Daniel 9:24–27)

1.	 Jacob’s Trouble
“Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even 
the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.” 
(Jeremiah 30:7)

2.	 The Hour of Temptation 
“…which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth.”  (Revelation 3:10)

3.	 The Tribulation
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days…” 
(Matthew 24:29)

4.	 The Wrath to Come
“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come.” (1 Thessalonians 1: 10)

5.	 The Wrath
“For God hath not appointed us to wrath,” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:9)

B.	 The 			    of This Period
THE SEVEN YEARS IS DIVIDED IN HALF

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 
(Matthew 24:21)

WHY THE DIVISION OF THE 7 YEARS

1.	 Fulfills the Prophecy of Daniel 9:27

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: 
and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 
oblation to cease,” (Daniel 9:27)

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso 
readeth, let him understand:)” (Matthew 24:15)

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 
(Matthew 24:21)



2.	 The war in heaven with Satan and his angels vs Michael and 
God’s angels

“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was 
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” 
(Revelation 12:9)

“Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 
down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time.” (Revelation 12:12)

“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue 
forty and two months.” (Revelation 13:5)

3.	 The Anti-Christ’s New Focus

“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and 
his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered 
after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave 
power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, 
Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?” 
(Revelation 13:3–4)

4.	 The Anti-Christ Claims to be God

“…and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;4 Who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3c–4)

2.	THE 			    OF THE TRIBULATION
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2–3)

Quote: “The spiritual vacuum left by the disappearance of millions of 
Christians will also enable the Antichrist to further his plan for a forced 
one-world religion and government.” —Tim LaHaye and Ed Hindson

A.	 Deception of Satan
“And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? 
who is able to make war with him.” (Revelation 13:4)



“And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme 
his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.” 
(Revelation 13:6)

B.	 Destruction by God’s Judgment
LIFE ENDING JUDGMENTS

1.	 Wars

“And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast 
say, Come and see. 4 And there went out another horse that was 
red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace 
from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there 
was given unto him a great sword.” (Revelation 6:3–4)

2.	 Famine

“And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast 
say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he 
that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 6 And I 
heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of 
wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; 
and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.” (Revelation 6:5–6)

Quote: “The black horse forebodes death, and the pair of 
balances bespeaks a careful rationing of food.”—Charles Ryrie

3.	 Pestilences

ENVIRONMENTAL DEVASTATION

1.	 Earthquakes

2.	 Fires

“The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled 
with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third 
part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.” 
(Revelation 8:7)

3.	 Meteorite

“And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain 
burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the 
sea became blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures which 
were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships 
were destroyed.” (Revelation 8:8–9)

4.	 Water contamination

“And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from 
heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third 



part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the 
name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the 
waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, 
because they were made bitter.” (Revelation 8:10–11)

5.	 Loss of Sun’s Power

“And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was 
smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of 
the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the 
day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.” 
(Revelation 8:12)

SPECIFIC JUDGMENTS ON THE BEAST’S KINGDOM

“These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to 
smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when 
they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth 
out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall 
overcome them, and kill them.” (Revelation 11:6–7)

1.	 1st Woe

“And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out 
of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and 
the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 3 And 
there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto 
them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 
4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the 
grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; 
but only those men which have not the seal of God in their 
foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they should not kill 
them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their 
torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a 
man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not 
find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.” 
(Revelation 9:2–6)

2.	 Sores Develop On those Who Take the Mark of the Beast

“And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and 
there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had 
the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his 
image.” (Revelation 16:2)

3.	 The Mediterranean and the fresh water supplies are turned to 
literal blood 



“And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it 
became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died 
in the sea. 4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. 5 And 
I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, 
which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged 
thus. 6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.” 
(Revelation 16:3–6)

4.	 Torments By The Sun

“And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and 
power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men 
were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, 
which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to 
give him glory. 10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon 
the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and 
they gnawed their tongues for pain, 11 And blasphemed the God 
of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented 
not of their deeds.” (Revelation 16:8–11)

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth 
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth 
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty. 16 And he gathered them together into a 
place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” (Revelation 
16:13–14, 16)

3.	THE 			    OF THE TRIBULATION
A.	 The Purpose as it Relates to 			 

TO RELEASE ISRAEL

“Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time 
of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. 8 For it shall come 
to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his 
yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall 
no more serve themselves of him: 9 But they shall serve the LORD 
their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them.” 
(Jeremiah 30:7–9)

TO REFINE ISRAEL



“And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two 
parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left 
therein. 9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: 
they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my 
people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.” (Zechariah 13:8–9)

TO REDEEM ISRAEL

“And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out 
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins.” (Romans 11:26–27)

“So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory 
from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. 20 And 
the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord.” (Isaiah 59:19–20)

B.	 The Purpose as it Relates to the 			 

Quote: “We believe with all our hearts that the Tribulation 
judgments of God serve a dual purpose: to punish hardened sinners 
and to move others to repentance and faith.  The Tribulation will 
be God’s ultimate illustration of the truth found Romans 11:22: 
[‘Behold,] therefore consider the goodness and severity of God.’” 

—Tim LaHaye

RETRIBUTION TO NATIONS

“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 3 Let 
us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 
4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them 
in derision. 5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex 
them in his sore displeasure.” (Psalm 2:1–5)

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thessalonians 2:9–12)

REPENTANCE OF PEOPLE



VIEW THE NOTES ONLINE

“And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet 
repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of 
wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented 
they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, 
nor of their thefts.” (Revelation 9:20–21)

Quote: “…Sometimes we think God gets a ‘bad rap’ when people 
focus exclusively on the judgments and terrors to come.  They see 
the Lord as some kind of angry monster, heaping up catastrophes 
and pouring them on the heads of defenseless, innocent men 
and women,…But this is all wrong!  First, those who suffer the 
judgments of God in the Tribulation are not ‘innocent men and 
women.’  …the rebels alive at that time will not only reject God and 
His offer of salvation but will run greedily toward every vile sin 
known to man, including blasphemy of a kind beyond description.  
And second, despite their gross sin, God intends that these 
Tribulation judgments might lead even these wicked sinners to faith 
in His Son, Jesus Christ.”—Tim LaHaye

CONCLUSION
�
�
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