


B. A     Promise

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18)

6 FACTS FROM 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13–18

1. The Lord Will Come

2. We Will Hear the Lord’s Shout, Voice of the 
Archangel, and the Trump of God
• To the Jews
• To the Roman Army

3. The Dead in Christ Will Rise
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:52)

4. Christians Will Be “Caught Up”
“And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black 
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a 
fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of 
a mighty wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll 
when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, 
and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” (Revelation 6:12–17)

5. We Will Meet the Lord in the Air

6. We Will Ever Be with the Lord

2. THE      OF THE RAPTURE
A. Seen as an Imminent    

THE CHURCH IS NOT APPOINTED TO WRATH

“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” 
(1 Thessalonians 1:10)

Quote: “While Scripture presents many signs of Christ’s 2nd 
Coming, and the establishment of His Kingdom, there are no 
predicted events preceding the Rapture. It could happen at any 
time…” —John Walvoord

THE CHURCH IS ABSENT IN REVELATION 
CHAPTERS 6–18

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:27–28)

“Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
church of God:” (1 Corinthians 10:32)

B. Seen as an Inspirational    

WE WILL SEE CHRIST

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2)

WE WILL RECEIVE A GLORIFIED BODY

“…and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:52–54)

CONCLUSION


