“Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s
decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask
a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king,
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shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The g | A A .
thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which 3 N CAS TE R
altereth not.” (Daniel 6:12) NN : H u RC H

C. The City’s

“When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the
wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.” (Proverbs 29:2)

“When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the
righteous increase.” (Proverbs 28:28)

3. FOR SALVATION (v.4:1-17)

A. Mordecai’s
MORDECAT’'S MOURNING
ALL THE JEWS MOURN
MORDECATI’'S COMMUNICATION

Fall Outreach Kickoff
Saturday, October 1
Sign up in your Connection group or Guest Services
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B. Mordecai’s Sunday, October 23

C. Esther’s
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“Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the Lancaster Baptist Church

body, we are absent from the Lord: 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 8 We app to stay up-to-date
are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be s
present with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

“The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the
Lord. 2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth
the spirits. 3 Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be
established.” (Proverbs 16:1-3)
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Title: Power and Providence
Text: Esther 3:1-8

After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha

the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were
with him. 2 And all the king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, bowed,
and reverenced Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. 3 Then the king’s servants, which
were in the king’s gate, said unto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king’s
commandment? 4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and
he hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s
matters would stand: for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when
Haman saw that Mordecat bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman
Sull of wrath. 6 And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they
had shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy all
the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people
of Mordecai. 7 In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year
of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day,
and_from month to month, to the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar. 8 And
Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people scattered abroad
and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their
laws are diverse from all people; neither keep they the king’s laws: therefore it is
not for the king’s profit to suffer them.” (Esther 3:1-8)

INTRODUCTION

1. FOR POWER (..1-5)

A. Haman is

HIS ANCESTRY
HIS ADVANCEMENT

And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and
the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”
(Revelation 13:2)

And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme
his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And
it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues,
and nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,
whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain

from the foundation of the world.” (Revelation 13:6-8)

Mordecai to Bow

MORDECATI’S DISOBEDIENCE

“Thou shalt not bow down thyselfto them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me;” (Exodus 20:5)

MORDECAI'S DECLARATION

OF HAMAN (..5-15)

. The King’s

Haman’s

HAMAN’S RAGE
HAMAN’S REVENGE

And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the Lord,
and the other lot for the scapegoat.” (Leviticus 16:8)

HAMAN’S REQUEST

THE KING’S RECEPTION

And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)

THE KING’S PERMISSION



