
THE GREATEST WITNESSES

Text: 1 John 5:6–9

“This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by 
water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the 
water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 9 If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.” 
(1 John 5:6–9)

INTRODUCTION

�
�
�

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
(1 John 1:3)

“But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word may be established.” (Matthew 18:16)

“But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 35 He 
was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given 
me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither 
heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 38 And ye have not his word abiding in 
you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” (John 5:34–39)

1. THE WITNESS OF HIS � � �  (v. 6)

A.� Witness�of�� � � �—His�Incarnation

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
(Philippians 2:5–8)
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“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment:” (John 16:7–8)

Quote:�“The�truth,�under�the�inspiration�and�power�of�the�Holy�Spirit,�leads�
the�man�away�from�his�reformations;�away�from�his�good�works;�away�from�
his�pride�and�boasting�of�the�worth�of�his�life,�and�the�deeds�that�he�has�done,�
and�it�leads�him,�a�humble�supplicant,�to�the�atoning�Christ.”—W. A. Criswell

HE�INDWELLS�BELIEVERS�PERMANENTLY

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19)

B.� The�� � � �

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” (Matthew 28:19)

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:3–4)

C.� The�� � �

“And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” (Hebrews 12:24)

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
(1 John 1:7)

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of 
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood.” (Revelation 1:5)

CONCLUSION

�
�
�

“God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest 
be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” (Romans 3:4)

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” 
(Titus 1:2)



JESUS�CAME�BY�WATER

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto 
him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into 
his mother’s womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:3–6)

JESUS�CAME�BY�BLOOD

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
(John 1:14)

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16)

“And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he 
was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:15–17)

B.� Came�by�Witness�of�the�� � �

“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who 
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God 
was with him.” (Acts 10:38)

“And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness.” (Luke 4:1)

2. THE WITNESS OF � � �  (v. 7)

A.� A�Testimony�of�� � �

B.� A�Testimony�of�� � �

MADE�BY�THE�TRINITY

Quote:�“[The�church]�has�never�tried�to�explain�the�mystery�of�the�Trinity,�but�
only�sought�to�formulate�the�doctrine�of�the�Trinity�in�such�a�manner�that�the�
errors�which�endangered�it�were�warded�off.” —Louis Berkhof

Quote:�“The�mind�of�man�cannot�fully�understand�the�mystery�of�the�Trinity.�
He�who�has�tried�to�understand�the�mystery�fully�will�lose�his�mind;�but�he�
who�would�deny�the�Trinity�will�lose�his�soul.” —Harold Lindsell

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” (Romans 1:20)

MADE�TESTIMONY�OF�HIS�DEATH

“But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink 
of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.” (Matthew 20:22)

“What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
(Romans 8:31)

1.� The�Father

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth.” (Romans 8:32–33)

2.� The�Son

“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.” (Romans 8:34)

3.� The�Holy�Ghost

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 8:35–39)

Quote:�“Throughout�the�Scripture,�the�Father�is�seen�as�the�great�adversary�of�
the�world,�the�Holy�Spirit�is�depicted�as�being�the�great�enemy�of�the�flesh,�and�
the�Son�as�being�the�foe�of�Satan.��So�let�the�world,�the�flesh,�or�the�Devil�raise�
a�voice�against�us,�and�singly�or�all�together�they�do�not�stand�a�chance.��Each�
member�of�the�triune�Godhead�is�ready�to�take�up�our�cause.”—John Phillips

3. THE WITNESS ON � � �  (v. 8–9)

A.� The�� � �

HE�CONVICTS�THE�LOST


