
Text: John 15:1–5

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” 
(John 15:1–5)

INTRODUCTION

�
�
�

1. THE � � �  OF OUR STRENGTH (v. 1)

A.� The�Vine�is�the�� � �

JESUS�IS�THE�TRUE�VINE

“And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life.” (1 John 5:20)

JESUS�IS�THE�SOURCE�OF�LIFE

B.� The�Branch�is�the�� � � �

“To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6)

2. THE � � �  OF OUR STRENGTH (v. 2–3)

A.� � � �
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Text: John 21:15–17

“So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that 
I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith to him again the 
second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith 
unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 
because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep.” (John 21:15–17)

PETER’S THREE-FOLD DENIAL

1. He followed Jesus from afar
“Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high 
priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off.” (Luke 22:54) 

2. He was ashamed to identify with Jesus
“And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were 
set down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 But a certain 
maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon 
him, and said, This man was also with him. 57 And he denied him, 
saying, Woman, I know him not.” (Luke 22:55–57)

3. He then denied Jesus
“And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And 
immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 61 And the Lord 
turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice. 62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.” 
(Luke 22: 60–62)
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
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BRANCHES�NOT�BEARING�FRUIT�

Quote:�“The�main�truth�Christ�is�teaching�in�this�parable�is�the�
importance�of�abiding�in�Him�in�order�to�bear�fruit.” 

—Warren Wiersbe  

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
(Philippians 4:13)

“And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 5 Not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 
sufficiency is of God; 6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the 
new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, 
but the spirit giveth life.” (2 Corinthians 3:4–6)

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.” 
(1 Peter 3:7)

BRANCHES�BEARING�FRUIT

Quote:�“The�branches�of�the�autumn�will�well�repay�each�stroke�of�
that�keen�edge�with�fuller,�richer�fruit.�So�we�gain�by�loss;�we�live�as�
we�die;�the�inward�man�is�renewed�as�the�outward�decays.” 

—F. B. Meyer

B.� � � �

“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save 
your souls.” (James 1:21)

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” (John 17:17)

3. THE � � �  OF OUR STRENGTH (v. 4)

A.� Abiding�Brings�� � �

Quote:�“‘Abiding’�means�to�keep�in�fellowship�with�Christ�so�that�
His�life�can�work�in�and�through�us�to�produce�fruit.”�

HOW TO ABIDE

1.� Sure�in�His�Salvation

“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after 
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise,” (Ephesians 1:13)

2.� Sure�in�His�Love�

“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue 
ye in my love.” (John 15:9)

3.� Sure�in�His�Leading

“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” (Romans 8:9)

B.� Abiding�Brings�� � �

“So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 8 Now he that planteth 
and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his 
own reward according to his own labour. 9 For we are labourers 
together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” 
(1 Corinthians 3:7–9)

“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:3)

THE�FRUIT�OF�THE�SPIRIT

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no 
law.” (Galatians 5:22–23)

THE�FRUIT�OF�SOULS

“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples.” (John 15:8)

CONCLUSION

�
�
�

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13)
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