
“For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain: 
2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye 
know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with 
much contention. 3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor 
in guile: 4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so 
we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 5 For neither at 
any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is 
witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we 
might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among 
you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: 8 So being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also 
our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. 9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour 
and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto 
any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.” (1 Thessalonians 2:1–9)
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“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2)

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;” (1 Corinthians 15:1)

“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, 
went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 
3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from 
the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.” (Acts 17:1–3)
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3. THE � � �  OF OUR DECLARATION
A.� The�� � � �was�received�locally

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

THE�WORD�WAS�RECEIVED�LOCALLY

Quote:�“If�the�power�of�the�Gospel�is�not�felt�throughout�the�length�
and�breadth�of�the�land,�anarchy�and�misrule,�degradation�and�misery,�
corruption�and�darkness�will�reign�without�mitigation�or�end...�The�
thought�is�one�to�cause�solemn�reflection�on�the�part�of�every�patriot�and�
Christian.” —Daniel Webster

WORKED�EFFECTUALLY

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

B.� The�� � � �was�felt�regionally

“For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread 
abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.” (1 Thessalonians 1:8)

THE�WORD�OF�GOD�WAS�PUBLISHED

THE�BELIEVERS�WERE�ENCOURAGED
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THEY�HAD�SUFFERED�BEFORE�AT�PHILIPPI

“And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do 
exceedingly trouble our city,” (Acts 16:20)

“And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into 
prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:” (Acts 16:23)

THEY�FOUND�JOY�IN�CHRIST

“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and 
the prisoners heard them.” (Acts 16:25)

“... weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” 
(Psalm 30:5b)

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in 
me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance.” (Psalm 42:5)

Quote:�“We�can’t�have�a�testimony�without�a�test.”

B.� � � �

BOLD�IN�OUR�GOD

“ For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men 
we were among you for your sake.” (1 Thessalonians 1:5)

Quote:�“Boldness�is�acting,�by�the�power�of�the�Holy�Spirit,�on�an�urgent�
conviction�in�the�face�of�some�threat,�need�or�opportunity.”

“Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord 
unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)

BOLD�TO�SPEAK�WITH�CONTENTION

“For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not 
ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.” 
(2 Timothy 1:12)

2. THE � � �  OF OUR DECLARATION
“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:18–19)

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 
(1 Corinthians 4:2)

A.� Steward�with�� � �

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:” 
(1 Corinthians 15:3–4)

JESUS�DIED

JESUS�WAS�BURIED

JESUS�ROSE�AGAIN

Quote:�“The�preaching�of�Christ�is�the�whip�that�flogs�the�devil.�The�
preaching�of�Christ�is�the�thunderbolt,�the�sound�that�makes�all�hell�
tremble.” —C.H. Spurgeon

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into 
the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but 
there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” 
(Galatians 1:6–7)

B.� Steward�with�� � �

Quote:�“The�world�is�looking�for�people�whose�faith�is�not�only�spoken,�
but�also�proven.”

NOT�AS�PLEASING�MEN

NOT�IN�DECEIT

“But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation 
of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:2)

NOT�IN�UNCLEANNESS

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,” (Galatians 5:19)

NOT�IN�GUILE

NOT�IN�COVETOUSNESS

NOT�FOR�MAN’S�GLORY

“For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10)

C.� Steward�in�� � �

“So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted 
unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye 
were dear unto us.” (1 Thessalonians 2:8)


