B. unto Death

“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.” (Acts 7:51)

HIS PAIN
HIS GRACE

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.” (Luke 23:34,)

Quote: “Devout Christians are destined to be regarded as fools in
modern society.” —Justice Antonin Scalia

CONCLUSION

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round
about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art
thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard
for thee to kick against the pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said,
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and
go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men
which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.”
(Acts 9:3-7)
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And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose
a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were
neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of
the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word
of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the word. 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of
Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they
laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of God increased; and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did
great wonders and miracles among the people. 9 Then there arose certain of
the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians,
and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.
10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.”
(Acts 6:1-10)

INTRODUCTION

1. A DECLARATION

A. Hewas with the Spirit

“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his.” (Romans 8:9)



A. Stephen was

B. Stephen was

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but
if I depart, I will send him unto you.” (John 16:7)

5 COMMANDS RELATED TO THE HOLY
SPIRIT’S MINISTRY

1. Quench Not - 1 Thessalonians 5:19
2. Grieve Not — Ephesians 4:30

3. Walk In - Galatians 5:16

4. Pray In - Jude 20

5. Be Filled - Ephesians 5:18

B. He Sought to Christ

“T have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it
unto you.” (John 16:12-14)

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”
(Romans 8:14,)

DECLARATION

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” (Ephesians 6:12)

“Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. 12 And
they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and
came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,
13 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to
speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law:”
(Acts 6:11-13)

3.A DECLARATION

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
(Romans 10:17)

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.” (2 Timothy 4:2)

A. to the Word
REGARDING THE PATRIARCHS

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and
Sfrom thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will
shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And

T will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Romans 12:1-3)

“What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of
circumcision? 2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them
were committed the oracles of God.” (Romans 3:1-2)

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by

the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh

is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the word of the
Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you.” (1 Peter 1:23-25)

REGARDING CHRIST

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto
you desolate. 39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth,
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
(Matthew 23:37-39)

“But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to
be granted unto you; 15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath
raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.” (Acts 3:14-15)

“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and
slain:” (Acts 2:23)

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on
a tree.” (Acts 5:30)



