thy way before thee. 28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (Luke 7:18-28)

A. A Wavering

“But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh
slipped. 3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity
of the wicked.” (Psalm 73:2-3)

“Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase
in riches. 13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed
my hands in innocency. 14 For all the day long have I been plagued,
and chastened every morning. 15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold,
1 should offend against the generation of thy children. 16 When I
thought to know this, it was too painful for me; 17 Until I went into
the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.” (Psalm 73:12-17)

B. A Witnessed

“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring
Sorth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the
eater: 11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”
(Isaiah 55:10-11)

C. A Worthy

“For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not
a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he.” (Luke 7:28)

“His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant:”
(Matthew 25:21a)

CONCLUSION
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“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came _for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.” (John 1:6-8)

INTRODUCTION

1. JOHN'S HUMBLE
IN MINISTRY

And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
Sfrom Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked him,
What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that
prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said they unto him, Who
art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What
sayest thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet
Esaias. 24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 And
they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if
thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John
answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one
among you, whom ye know not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is
preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.
28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John
was baptizing. 29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him,
and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world. 30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which
is preferred before me: for he was before me. 31 And I knew him not:
but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come
baptizing with water.” (John 1:19-31)



A. ASelf

“He must increase, but I must decrease. 31 He that cometh from above
is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the
earth: he that cometh _from heaven is above all.” (John 3:30-31)

“For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves
your servants_for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Corinthians 4:5)

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
JSaith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
(Galatians 2:20)

B. A Singular

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”
(John 1:29)

Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 36 And
looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!
37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.”
(John 1:35-37)

2. JOHN'S HATED

IN MINISTRY

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, 2 And said
unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead;
and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. 3 For
Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison
for Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife. 4 For John said unto him, It
is not lawful for thee to have her. 5§ And when he would have put him to
death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.

6 But when Herod’s birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced
before them, and pleased Herod. 7 Whereupon he promised with an oath
to give her whatsoever she would ask. 8 And she, being before instructed
of her mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's head in a charger. 9 And
the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath’s sake, and them which sat
with him at meat, he commanded it to be given her. 10 And he sent, and
beheaded John in the prison. 11 And his head was brought in a charger,
and given to the damsel: and she brought it to her mother. 12 And his
disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, and went and told

Jesus.” (Matthew 14.:1-12)

A. A Principled

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

“The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass,
and all the goodliness thereofis as the flower of the field: 7 The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth
upon it: surely the people is grass. 8 The grass withereth, the flower

fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

B. A Predetermined

“Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine
heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 21:13)

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the
grace of God.” (Acts 20:24)

3. JOHN’'S HEAVENLY

FOR MINISTRY

And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things. 19 And John
calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou
he that should come? or look we for another? 20 When the men were come
unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou
he that should come? or look we for another? 21 And in that same hour he
cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto
many that were blind he gave sight. 22 Then Jesus answering said unto
them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 23 And blessed is
he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 24 And when the messengers of
John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John,
What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the
wind? 25 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment?
Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in
kings’ courts. 26 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say
unto you, and much more than a prophet. 27 This is he, of whom it is
written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare



