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Title: Paul’s Declaration of the Gospel

“For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in
vain: 2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully
entreated, as ye know, at Philippt, we were bold in our God to speak unto you
the gospel of God with much contention. 3 For our exhortation was not of decett,
nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in
trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which
trieth our hearts. 5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye
know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory,
neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the
apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth
her children: 8 So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have
imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because
ye were dear unto us. 9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail:

Sor labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of
you, we preached unto you the gospel of God. 10 Ye are witnesses, and God also,
how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that
believe:” (1 Thessalonians 2:1-10)

INTRODUCTION

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; Because the Lord hath anointed me to
preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to them that
are bound;” (Isaiah 61:1)

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;” (1 Corinthians 15:1)

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
Sellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3)

“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner
was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of
the scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered,
and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you,
is Christ. 4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas;
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.”
(Acts 17:1-4)



1. YOU CAN FIND IN DIFFICULTY

A. They had

And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates
rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. 23 And when
they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison,
charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24 Who, having received such
a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast
in the stocks.” (Acts 16:22-24,)

B. They were

And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews,
do exceedingly trouble our city,” (Acts 16:20)

Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent,
in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times recetved I forty stripes save
one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In
Journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by
mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city,
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside
those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the
care of all the churches.” (2 Corinthians 11:23-28)

C. They found in the Lord

And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard them.” (Acts 16:25)



“For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life:
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”
(Psalm 30:5)

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in
me? Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his
countenance.” (Psalm 42:5)

KEYS TO JOY IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES
1. Choose to Trust God

“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid:
For the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; He also
is become my salvation.” (Isaiah 12:2)

And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

2. Choose to Wait on the Lord
“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings as eagles; They shall

run, and not be weary; And they shall walk, and not faint.”
(Isaiah 40:31)

3. Choose to Grow in Grace
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore

will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

4. Choose Joy

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations;” (James 1:2)

Quote: “We can’t have a testimony without a test.”

“Happy ts he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, Whose
hope is in the Lord his God:” (Psalm 146:5)

5. Choose Growth
“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” (James 1:3-4)



2. YOU CAN
GOD’S POWER

A. in the Word of God

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because,
when ye recetved the word of God which ye heard of us, ye
received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.”
(1 Thessalonians 2:13)

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: It shall
not return unto me void, But it shall accomplish that which
I please, And it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”
(Isatah 55:11)

B. on the Spirit of God

“Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me,
Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 6 Then
he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the
Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, Saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:5-6)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Quote: “Boldness is acting, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
on an urgent conviction in the face of some threat, need
or opportunity.”



3. WE MUST IN SINCERITY

A. Right

“But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the
Lord seeth not as man seeth;_for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

NOT DECEITFUL
“But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully;

but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every
man’s conscience in the sight of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:2)

NOT UNCLEAN

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,”
(Galatians 5:19)

NOT IN GUILE

Quote: “The world is looking for people whose faith is not only
spoken, but also proven.”

NOT ABOUT PLEASING MEN

“For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men?

Jor if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”
(Galatians 1:10)

B. Real

RECOGNIZE THE CHARGE

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;



19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you

by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”
(2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

SPEAK THE TRUTH

“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;”
(2 Corinthians 5:11)

Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have
not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.”
(1 Corinthians 15:34.)

CONCLUSION
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