
TITLE: REACHING FORTH IN PATIENCE

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye comfortably 
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins. 3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 6 The voice said, Cry. 
And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field: 7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: 
because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 8 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand 
for ever. 28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 29 He giveth power to 
the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 30 Even 
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 
31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:1–8, 28–31)

INTRODUCTION                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                     

1.	 His Comfort Is 	 	 	                        

A.	 The 	 	                                  of God
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EMPHATIC

Quote: “It…is the very heart of Jehovah that is speaking, and the 
repeated ‘comfort ye’ tells of the intensity of the emotion under 
which the words are spoken. It is, as we sometimes speak, a 
‘heart-to-heart’ word:  Jehovah’s heart speaks to that of Israel.”	
—F.C. Jennings, Studies in Isaiah

ENCOURAGING

“That then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from 
all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee.” 
(Deuteronomy 30:3)

B.	 The 	 	                                     of the Prophet

THE MANNER HE IS TO SPEAK

THE MESSAGE OF PROPHESY

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6–7)

Quote: “The iniquity, or sin here referred to, is that long series of 
acts of rebellion, corruption, and idolatry, with which the Jewish 
people had been chargeable.”—Albert Barnes

“And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross;” (Colossians 2:13–15)

2.	 His Word Is 	 	 	                                 

A.	 The 	 	                                       of the Word



BY A FORERUNNER

“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” (Matthew 3:1–3)

“As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” (Luke 3:4)

WITH A MESSAGE

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 
into glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16)

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation.” (Hebrews 9:28)

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” (Revelation 1:7)

B.	 The 	 	                                             of the Word

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:” 
(2 Peter 1:19)

MAN IS TEMPORAL

THE WORD IS ETERNAL

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh 
is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the 



word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by 
the gospel is preached unto you.” (1 Peter 1:23–25)

“The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified seven times. 7 Thou shalt keep them, O 
Lord, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.” 
(Psalm 12:6–7)

“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
(Matthew 5:18)

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away.” (Matthew 24:35)

3.	 His Strength Is 	 	 	                        

A.	 He Gives Power to the 	 	                       

“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust.” (2 Peter 1:3–4)

B.	 He Gives Strength to the 	 	                           

“For which cause we faint not; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” 
(2 Corinthians 4:16)

“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself 
because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man 
who bringeth wicked devices to pass.” (Psalm 37:7)

CONCLUSION                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                          

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 

us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,” (Hebrews 12:1)


