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Title: The Sufficiency of Grace

“It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations
of the Lord. 2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the
body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an
one caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body,
or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into
paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.
5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities.
6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a_fool; for I will say the truth:
but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth
me to be, or that he heareth of me. 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the
Slesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 And
he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when
I am weak, then am I strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:1-10)

INTRODUCTION

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did_foreknow, he
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the

Sirstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)



1. GRACETO GOD HAS
A PURPOSE

A. The of the Trial

“Ye know how through infirmaity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto
you at the first. 14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye
despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as
Christ Jesus. 15 Where is then the blessedness ye spake of ? for I bear
you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out
your own eyes, and have given them to me.” (Galatians 4:13-15)

B. The of the Trial

“But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God restisteth the proud,
but giveth grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:6-7)

Quote: “All of the fiery trials are Father-filtered.”

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”

(1 Peter 4:12-13)

2. GRACETO GOD'’S
SOVEREIGN PLAN

A. Paul’s

Quote: “I will embrace my weakness that I may glory in my Christ.”

B. Paul’s

“But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall
come_forth as gold.” (Job 23:10)

“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:”

(1 Peter 1:7)




3. GRACETO A LIFE
OF PRAISE

A. His Grace Provides

Quote: “God chooses defeated people to do dominant things.”

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

B. His Grace Provides

Quote: “God chooses defeated people to do dominant things.”

“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him.” (James 1:3-5)

Quote: “Christian contentment is that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious
frame of spirit, which freely submits to and delights in God’s wise
and fatherly disposal in every condition.”—Jeremiah Burroughs

Quote: “God is a good God. The peace of God has at its foundation
the fact that God does all things well.”

CONCLUSION
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