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“7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead. 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:7–14)

INTRODUCTION
�
�

Quote: “This is the great chapter of the autobiography of Paul.” 
—G. Campbell Morgan

1.	 What Paul 					   

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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GROWTH POINT
M I D W E E K  S E R V I C E



A.	 Human 				  

“ Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 
5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” (Philippians 3:4–6)

B.	 Human 				  

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3) 

Quote: “He is no fool to give what he cannot keep to gain what he 
cannot lose.”—Jim Elliot 

2.	What Paul 					   

A.	 A New 				 

“That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:” 
(Ephesians 2:12)

“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To 
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” 
(Ephesians 1:5–7)

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

B.	 A New 				 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
(Philippians 4:13)

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not.” (Isaiah 53:3)



“If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will 
deny us:” (2 Timothy 2:12)

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 
(Romans 8:18)

“I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh:” (Romans 9:1–3)

C.	 A New 				 

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 
(Galatians 2:20)

3.	 Paul’s 					   

A.	 His 				  

“For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves 
with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves 
by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not 
wise.” (2 Corinthians 10:12)

“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
thee, O God. 2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when 
shall I come and appear before God?” (Psalm 42:1–2)

B.	 His 				  

Quote: “It is better to say, ‘This one thing I do,’ than to say, ‘These 
forty things I dabble with.’”—D. L. Moody 

“And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so 
that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, 
and come down to you?” (Nehemiah 6:3)



“And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)

Quote: “The load of today is too heavy to carry without trying to 
continue carrying yesterday’s load.”

C.	 His 				  

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.” (John 15:5)

“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26 I therefore 
so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that 
by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway.” (1 Corinthians 9:24–27)

CONCLUSION
�
�

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:” 
(2 Timothy 4:7)


