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TITLE: THE CHURCH THAT CARES

"But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath
Slourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.
11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how
to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and
to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me. 14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye

did communicate with my affliction. 15 Now ye Philippians know also, that
in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church

communicated with me as concerning giving and recetving, but ye only. 16 For

even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 17 Not because

I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. 18 But I
have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things

which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable,
wellpleasing to God. 19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his

riches in glory by Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:10-19)

INTRODUCTION

1. A Church

Quote: "You can give without loving, but you can’t love
without giving."—Amy Carmichael

A. The of Giving

"But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather




unto the furtherance of the gospel; 13 So that my bonds in
Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;”
(Philippians 1:12-13)

Quote: "When we come to the end of life, the question will be,
'How much have you given?' not "'How much have you gotten?"
—George Sweeting

B. The of Giving

HAD AN IMMEDIATE HEART TO HELP
IDENTIFIED WITH PAUL

Definition: communicate—to come into communion or
fellowship with, to associate or share with, especially financially

Quote: "I've heard people say, 'T want more of a heart for

missions.' I always respond, 'Jesus tells you exactly how to get

it. Put your money in missions, and your heart will follow."
—Randy Alcorn

"But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased." (Hebrews 13:16)

"Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that
teacheth in all good things." (Galatians 6:6)

"Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.”
(Romans 12:13)

C. The in Giving
THEY GAVE WHEN PAUL WAS AT THESSALONICA

THEY GAVE TOWARD THE OFFERING FOR THE SAINTS
IN JERUSALEM

"Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 2 How that in a
great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality."
(2 Corinthians 8:1-2)

2. A Church

A. With Sacrifice




"Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye
be come into the land of your habitations, which I give unto
you, 3 And will make an offering by fire unto the Lord, a burnt
offering, or a sacrifice in performing a vow, or in a freewill
offering, or in your solemn feasts, to make a sweet savour unto
the Lord, of the herd, or of the flock:" (Numbers 15:2-3)

"Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him
give; not grudgingly, or of necesstty: for God loveth a cheerful
giver." (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Quote: "There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty
giving, and thanksgiving. Grudge giving says, 'T have to;' duty
giving says, 'T ought to;' thanksgiving says, 'T want to." —Unknown

B. With Sacrifice

"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ." (1 Peter 2:5)

Three Spiritual Sacrifices

1. Praise
"By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name."—Hebrews 13:15

2. Payer
"I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men;"—1 Timothy 2:1

3. Offerings

Three Ways We Give

1. Regular Tithe
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, That there
may be meat in mine house, And prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, If | will not open you



the windows of heaven, And pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it."—Malachi 3:10

"Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | have given
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when | come."—1 Corinthians 16:1-2

Quote: "God prospers me not to raise my standard of living,
but to raise my standard of giving.”—Randy Alcorn

2. Missions
"Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift,
and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the
saints."—2 Corinthians 8:4

3. Building
"Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel,
and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the
rulers of the king's work, offered willingly,"—1 Chronicles 29:6

3.A Church

A. Eternal to Their Account
B. in This Life

ALL NEEDS

ALL TIME

"Gioe, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be
measured to you again.” (Luke 6:38)

CONCLUSION

" For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)
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