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TITLE: A Grace-Filled Church

"For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous _for me to write to

you: 2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of
Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very
many. ° Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain

in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready: * Lest haply if they of Macedonia

come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be

ashamed in this same confident boasting. * Therefore I thought it necessary to

exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand
your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a

matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. © But this I say, He which soweth

sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap

also bountifully. 7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him

give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. * And God is

able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency

in all things, may abound to every good work: ? (As it is written, He hath dispersed

abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. > Now he

that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply

your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) ' Being enriched

in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.
2 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints,
but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;" (2 Corinthians 9:1-12)

INTRODUCTION

1. The of the Church

A. A Church




Definition: forwardness—zeal, eagerness, a ready spirit

"Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness
to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have.”
(2 Corinthians 8:11)

B. A Church

Definition: bounty—a good word, blessing

2. The of the Church

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning." (James 1:17)

A. The

THE TITHE

TRUTHS ON TITHING IN THE BIBLE

1. Tithing Was Established before the Law

"And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was
the priest of the most high God. *° And he blessed him, and said, Blessed
be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: % And
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into
thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all." (Genesis 14:18-20)

"For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who
met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed
him; 2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by
interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem,
which is, King of peace;" (Hebrews 7:1-2)

2. Tithing Was Expanded Under the Law

"Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. ° Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. '° Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove
me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it." (Malachi 3:6-10)



3. Tithing Was Explained as a Stewardship of Trust
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths." (Proverbs 3:5-6)

"Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine
increase: '° So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall
burst out with new wine." (Proverbs 3:9—10)

4. Tithing Was Expressed in the Church
"Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye.? Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when | come." (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)

Quote: "It is generally the case that in the New Testament the
obligations of the Old Testament legislation are heightened
rather than lessened, under grace. It is hard to think of a
normal Christian, blessed with the fullness of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, doing less. Under reasonable circumstances
any true believer in Christ should give more than the tenth, for
all we have is the Lord's."—James Montgomery Boice

THE OFFERING

Quote : “The more passionate our faith the more consistent
our giving.”

"And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people
cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.
* And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites,
which make a farthing. ** And he called unto him his disciples, and
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath
cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: ** For
all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast
in all that she had, even all her living." (Mark 12:41-44)

B. The

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. ¢ For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
Slesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Galatians 6:7-9)

C. The




DECIDE

Quote: “To know the will of God is our greatest knowledge; to do
the will of God is our greatest challenge”—Dr. George Truett

PLAN

ENJOY
Definition: cheerful—merry, joyful, prompt, willing

3. The of the Church

A. From

"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work:" (2 Corinthians 9:8)

"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, * Unto
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen."” (Ephesians 3:20-21)

B. For

"For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me
to write to you:" (2 Corinthians 9:1)

Quote: “The most significant contribution we make in life, is the
passing of our faith to the next generation.”

CONCLUSION

"For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”
(2 Corinthians 8:9)
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