
Title: The Most Important Word in the Bible 
on Prayer

“And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him 
at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of 
mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? And he 
from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, 
though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.” (Luke 11:5–8)

INTRODUCTION

�

�

Definition: “importunity”—a helpless urgent consistency

1.	 THREE WAYS NEVER TO 		

A.	 Don’t let your prayers be 		   .

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” 
(Philippians 4:6)

B.	 Don’t let your prayers be 		   .

“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” (James 4:3)

C.	 Don’t let your prayers be 		   .

“I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is 
his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as 
many as he needeth.” (Luke 11:8)

Title: The Most Important Word in the Bible 
on Prayer

“And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him 
at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of 
mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? And he 
from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, 
though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.” (Luke 11:5–8)

INTRODUCTION

�

�

Definition: “importunity”—a helpless urgent consistency

1.	 THREE WAYS NEVER TO 		

A.	 Don’t let your prayers be 		   .

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” 
(Philippians 4:6)

B.	 Don’t let your prayers be 		   .

“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” (James 4:3)

C.	 Don’t let your prayers be 		   .

“I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is 
his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as 
many as he needeth.” (Luke 11:8)

DR. JIM SCHETTLER |  SUNDAY MORNING |  JULY 14, 2019DR. JIM SCHETTLER |  SUNDAY MORNING |  JULY 14, 2019



2.	 A MOTHER’S 						   

“Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 
22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and 
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; 
my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 23 But he answered her 
not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her 
away; for she crieth after us. 24 But he answered and said, I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 25 Then came she and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 26 But he answered and said, It 
is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs. 27 And she 
said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
masters’ table. 28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was 
made whole from that very hour.” (Matthew 15:21–28)
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3.	 KNOW THAT IMPORTUNITY GETS 
							     

“And Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why doth thy wrath 
wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land 
of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 14 And the Lord 
repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.” 
(Exodus 32:11, 14)

�

�

�

CONCLUSION

�

�

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)
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