
TITLE: GAMBLING WITH GOD

“Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a 
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, 
and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth 
blood. 3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein 
shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, 
the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away. 4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove 
another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest. 5 Therefore shalt 
thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and 
I will destroy thy mother. 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 
because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be 
no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget 
thy children.” (Hosea 4:1–6)

INTRODUCTION                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                          

1.	 A Lost 	 	 	                                (v. 6a)

No structure will stand the test of time on a 
faulty foundation.

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 
And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell not:  for it was founded upon a rock. 
And everyone that heareth these sayings of mine, and  doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand:  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon the house; and it fell:  and great was the fall of it.” 
(Matthew 7:24–27)

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God.” (Matthew 22:29)
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2.	 A Lost 	 	 	                                (v. 6b)

Are you prepared to handle life on your own without God?

“I am the vine, ye are the branches, He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:  for without me ye can do 
nothing.” (John 15:5)

“…but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at my word.” (Isaiah 66:2)

3.	 A Lost 	 	 	                                (v. 6c)

This is one of those predictions the devil does not want you 
to read.

“Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord:  and the fruit of the womb is 
his reward.” (Psalm 127:3)

“And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his 
daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will 
destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in 
law.” (Genesis 19:14)

•	 Lot Became Cultural—Lost His Family

•	 Eli Became Cold-hearted—Lost His Family

•	 David Became Casual—Lost His Family

•	 Solomon Became Carnal—Lost His Family

4.	 A Lost 	 	 	                                (v. 6a)

Everything we did yesterday and all that we do today will 
in some way be connected to tomorrow.

The prodigal son in Luke 15 gambled away his 
earthly future.

The rich man in Luke 16 gambled away his eternal future.
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