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TITLE: HAPPINESS IS KNOWING CHRIST

And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was
wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted
thither. * And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city
of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened,
that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. > And when she
was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she
constrained us. ' And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much
gain by soothsaying: 7 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying,
These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way
of salvation. ® And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned
and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her. And he came out the same hour. *°* And when her masters saw that the
hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into
the marketplace unto the rulers, *° And brought them to the magistrates, saying,
These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, > And teach customs,
which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. 2 And
the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their
clothes, and commanded to beat them. ** And when they had laid many stripes
upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:
24 Who, having recetved such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and
made their feet fast in the stocks. > And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed,
and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. *° And suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken:
and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed.
27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison
doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing
that the prisoners had been fled. *® But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do
thyself no harm: for we are all here. * Then he called for a light, and sprang in,
and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, *° And brought them
out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? *' And they said, Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:13-31)
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INTRODUCTION

“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:”
(Colossians 1:24,)

“There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of
times, or an enchanter, or a witch,” Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar
spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 2 For all that do these things are an
abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy
God doth drive them out from before thee.” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

1. The of Life

A. False

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:”
(1 Peter 4:12)

B.
BEATING
IMPRISONMENT
2.The of a Believer

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”
(Romans 15:13)

A. They

“Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him
sing psalms.” (James 5:13)




. They

. They Were
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And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify me.” (Psalm 50:15)

Quote: “It’s easy to sing when we can read the notes by daylight...
but the skillful singer can sing with never a ray of light to read
by...songs in the night come only from God, not in the power

of men.”—Charles Spurgeon

“He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our
God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LorRD.”
(Psalm 40:2-3)

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created
by him, and for him: 7 And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.” (Colossians 1:16-17)

3.The of Salvation

A.

The of the Jailer

. The of the Jailer

HE HAD BEEN HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
(Romans 10:17)
HE CHOOSES TO BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”
(Galatians 3:26)
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THE CHOICE TO ACCEPT CHRIST

1. We must see our need for a Saviour.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23)

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”
(Hebrews 9:27)

2.We must believe and accept Jesus Christ as our
substitute, who died in our place to satisfy God’s
holy demand for payment for sin.

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” (Romans 5:8-9)

C. The of the Jailer
HE PUBLICLY PROFESSES
HE REJOICES IN HAPPINESS

CONCLUSION
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